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take a strong attitude toward Mussolini, but rather to try to
bribe him into benevolent neutrality. So it happened that all
through the winter the question of just what should be done
if Hitler drove into the Low Countries remained without a
final decision. And so it happened that all winter the Allies
sold Mussolini the gasoline which fuelled his transports to
Libya and later on was to fuel his bombers over Tours, Bor-
deaux, Malta and Suez.
Through the autumn and winter, too, there were long
debates, in which political, military and naval leaders of
France and Britain joined, as to whether or not Anglo-French
armed strength should be exerted away from the western
front. The issue was first discussed in connection with the
Balkans and the Caucasus. Later it came to a head in connec-
tion with projects for giving support first to the Finns, then
to the Norwegians. These debates deepened political cleav-
ages both in England and in France and drew lines inside
both governments. They also gave an impression of indecisive-
ness which had a serious effect on the smaller countries of
Europe and on Turkey.
Perhaps because various concrete problems like those men-
tioned above could not be satisfactorily solved, British and
French official circles tried to give the impression that they
were not very important. This added to the general sense that
the winter was "time out" rather than a God-given respite in
which the Allies must exert every possible effort to cut down
the disparity between their striking power and Hitler's- They
tended to rely more and more on the adequacy of defensive